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Huron Hunger Fund Report

Rev. Jack Beedle
The Huron Hunger
Fund (HHF) is an active
partner of the Primate’s
World Relief and
Development Fund
(PWRDF). Every year at
k the opening service of
the Diocese of Huron Synod there is
an offertory taken for the HHF. This
year the offertory received totaled
$43,011.00. Thanks to everyone at St.
Albans who make the work of the
HHF possible, Your ongoing
generosity supports our partners in
Canada and around the globe as we
strive to create a more peaceful world.

Of the funds raised by
HHF/PWRDF, 25% is set aside for
emergency relief. In the event of an
emergency PWRDF will forward
100% of all designated funds directly
to the affected area through Action of
Churches Together. Some recent
projects include Haiti, flooding in
Manitoba and wildfires in Alberta.

Sometimes the Canadian
International Development Agency
(CIDA) “matches” eligible donations
raised by Canadians for relief efforts.
These matching funds from CIDA
have changed recently and now work
as follows:

Many people have assumed that
the match would work as it did in the
case of the 2004 Tsunami, when
charitable organizations received and
administered the government matched
funds. This is not the case, now.
CIDA will receive information from
eligible registered Canadian charities
like PWRDF about how much money
was raised during the eligible period
(in the case of the Pakistan flooding
this was August 2 until September 12,
2010). They will then set aside a
matching amount in a separate fund
designated for the emergency, which
will be administered and disbursed by
them. The Honourable Bev Oda,
Minister for International Cooperation,
says "This fund will provide effective
and accountable financial support to
experienced Canadian and

international humanitarian and
development partner organizations
working on humanitarian assistance, early
recovery, and reconstruction efforts in the
affected areas."
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SILENT AUCTION
OCTOBER 1%, 2011

Terry Rushton

After a worse winter than we’ve
seen for a long time, isn’t spring great?
Well, it was until we got six weeks of rain.
Now, with the steam-bath summer

weather that some people love, the rest of
us are looking forward to Fall, which of
course means Silent Auction time.

It’s not too early to give some
thought to things that might go well at the
auction. So many of us who are trying to
down-size and get rid of stuff, like at the
Yard Sale, are often offered all kinds of
things that we might admire
but don’t need (and our
adult kids don’t RIA
either)! Think of the
Silent Auction.

If you or your
kids work for a firm that can sometimes be
persuaded to donate products, or might be
open to contributing something else to the
auction, it might help to have some lead
time for your request. Then there are
those bargains we come home with that
we just don’t need, but would be a
welcome new item for the auction.

Another area that has gained in the
past from thinking way ahead is in
creative ideas for themed baskets. These
have been some of our greatest successes.

Note that last year some baskets,
though lovely, were so large that they
might have been divided into two
reasonably-sized baskets.

Another idea from last year: some
people had some quite reasonable-
sounding objections to some procedures.
They should know that they were heard,
and will be corrected, but it’s important
that anyone with ideas to contribute let us
know what they are. Whether they are
compliments or criticisms, we appreciate
hearing from people. It’s the only way we
can make things better!

TRUISMS

Someone who is very wise has written
these beautiful words. One must read
and try to understand the deep
meanings in them. They are like the
Ten Commandments to follow in life
all the time.

1) Prayer is not a "spare wheel" that
you pull out when in trouble; it is a
"steering wheel" that directs us in the
right path throughout life.

2) Do you know why a car's
WINDSHIELD is so large & the rear
view mirror is so small? Because our
PAST is not as important as our
FUTURE. So, look ahead and move
on.

3) Friendship is like a BOOK. It takes
a few seconds to burn, but it takes
years to write.

4) All things in life are temporary. If
going well enjoy them, they will not
last forever. If going wrong don’t
worry, they can't last long either.

5) Old friends are like Gold! New
friends are Diamonds! If you get a
Diamond, don't forget the Gold!
Because to hold a Diamond, you
always need a base of Gold!

6) Often when we lose hope and think
this is the end, GOD smiles from
above and says, ""Relax, sweetheart,
it's just a bend, not the end!

7) When GOD solves your problems,
you have faith in HIS abilities; when
GOD doesn't solve your problems HE
has faith in your abilities.

8) A blind person asked St. Anthony:
"Can there be anything worse than
losing eye sight?" He replied: "Yes,
losing your vision."

9) When you pray for others, God
listens to you and blesses them; and
sometimes, when you are safe and
happy, remember that someone has
prayed for you.

10) WORRYING does not take away
tomorrow's TROUBLES; it takes
away today’s PEACE.

11) Life is a coin, you can spend it
anyway you wish, but you can only
spend it once.
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Thank You Note
Diane Beedle

| want to thank all my friends at St.
Alban’s for their prayers for me. My
surgery went well and | am slowly
recovering. All the phone calls, get
well cards, flowers, homemade
meals and other goodies have been
most appreciated by both Jack and
me. Our Lord has certainly blessed

us with so many wonderful friends!
Thank you!
Pens and Note
X Cards
{&a available at a cost of
$2.00 and note cards
at a cost of $1.00 per card
or 6 for $5.00.
Gift Packages
D 5) St. Alban’s has gift bags
with poems and words
of encouragement for
Please contact Heather
Williams for further
information.

Pens continue to be
Available in the Narthex.
sale. $5.00 each.

Pop Can Tabs
Pay for
Wheelchairs

Pop can tabs can be
deposited in a container on a
table in the narthex.

BRING IN
THOSE STAMPS!!!

The Canadian Bible Society

will continue to accept ey
stamps for Bibles in

London at their

District Office so we

will be continuing to collect them.
Pat Lewis

OUR BAZAAR COMMITTEE
Christine Young
Heather Williams

Anna Mellett
Burnissa Green
Barb Pinder

Prayer Group

Jesus said, “It is written, My
House shall be a House of
Prayer”. If you or someone
you know has concerns for
which you would appreciate
prayer, please contact one of the prayer
group, or use the prayer card in the
pew and drop it into the prayer box
near the elevator.

Milk Bags for Mats

We are collecting the large bags that
contain the four single litres of milk
(the outer bag). These large bags will
’77\"?\7be made into mats for
&» ! . African children to lie
L ( on. It takes a lot of bags
y to make one mat. Please
put your milk bags in the

labelled container beside the food box
at the front door of the church.

Prayer Beads
33, The Altar Guild has
333, aw; prayer beads on display
in the narthex and will
be selling them
for $5.00.
Please contact Barb Pinder

Our Food Collection

Thanks for all of the donations.
At this time we really need
canned goods and cereals.
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FOR OUR BAZAAR

PRESERVES: We need lots of variety
& many jars. Take advantage of the
summer fruits and veggies for jams,
relishes, chili sauce, pickles, etc. Use
only new appropriate jars and lids
(health regulations). We will make salsa
and meat pies at the church when the
time is appropriate.

CRAFTS: Pot holders, hot pads,
phentex dish scrubbers, casserole
carriers, butcher aprons, shoe bags are
popular.

FOR CHRISTMAS: Small centre
pieces, handmade ornaments, wreaths.

ST. ALBAN’S ANNUAL
YARD, GARAGE & BAKE SALE
was SATURDAY, JUNE 4™

John Maddox

Well! This has
been and gone --
imagine all the
preparation -- and many,
many hours from our
volunteer groups -- lots
of folk put in many
hours towards a
successful event:

$2,200.00 and counting at time of
writing -- the SALS were at $425.00 and
counting so all in all a good day.

God showed us we don't melt with
a bit of rain or a lot of rain -- great day
with loads of support. Thank you to all
and | hope the sore muscles don't
"linger" too long.

John Westgate-keepving' Hls féef dr);!
Some fun went along with all that work.
Right, John Westgate!

MORE ON OUR BAZAAR
JEWELLERY: Items you no longer
wear. Pendants are a big seller.
TREASURES: Items that will bring
pleasure to someone else. Please have
articles clean and ready for someone
else to use. We have to discard many
items because of poor condition.
BAKE TABLE: The SALS always
provide a bounteous table with lots of
great treats.

THE TEA ROOM: This is always a
great success.




Gt. Alban’s Spirit

June 2011

Clasping Hands in Prayer

A Sermon by the Reverend David Tiessen
St. George’s Anglican Church, London
Text: Luke 11:1-13
9th Sunday after Pentecost (25 July 2010)
“To clasp hands in prayer is the
beginning of an uprising against the
disorder of this world.” — Karl Barth

How often have you felt helpless before a situation in
your life, or before some catastrophic event in the world, or
closer to home, in those immediately around you — in your
family and your friends? How often have you felt that
relative to the magnitude of what you were facing, there was
only so much you could do, and even that little bit felt like
you could only put a little finger in a huge dike? How often
have you then realized that it might be a good idea to pray
too, in addition to all else that you were doing to see your
way through?

Karl Barth’s thought that “To clasp hands in prayer is
the beginning of an uprising against the disorder of this
world” challenges us with the notion that prayer can never
be just an addition to all else that we might be doing to see
our way through. It challenges us that the first thing to be
done is to pray, that we start from there, so that prayer may
become the foundation of something much larger: resistance
to the disorder around us.

There was a book a while back titled Too Busy Not to
Pray.' Some of you may have read it; for some reason |
never quite got around to it — perhaps because | always
figured the title itself made the point well enough, and the
title has always stuck with me as a reminder.

“To clasp hands in prayer is the beginning of an
uprising against the disorder of this world.” / “Too busy not
to pray.” Both make the same point: the foundation of our
lives is in something that is intangible, unmeasurable,
unquantifiable, and because of that — because we, along with
our culture, tend to assume that everything must have some
immediate use, some obvious way of measuring whether
something is effective or not — because of that we so often
assume that prayer is superfluous or even unnecessary, the
icing on the cake: “I might as well pray too; it can’t hurt.”
Because prayer is viewed that way, | think we do find
ourselves too busy to pray, too busy to resist the chaos by
remembering God as the source of order and of peace and
also of patience and of course of faith, hope, and love.

And yet so often recently | have heard tell from a
number of you just how deeply prayer has mattered to you
in your lives, and how even those who do not believe have
somehow known that prayers uttered on their behalf have
made a difference in their healing and recovery, in their
attitudes, in their ability to keep afloat in dark times. This is,
I think, because to pray and to receive prayer, gets down
under all the garbage we let pile on top of it. It’s like

when the roots of our teeth get encrusted with tartar such
that in order for the dentist to actually examine our teeth,
all the tartar must be scraped off first to make the base of
the tooth visible. That’s what prayer does; prayer cuts to
the quick, gets to the base of things. To pray is to
acknowledge what we really know deep down every day
but don’t really ever want to acknowledge: In the words of
Canadian writer Douglas Coupland, it is to acknowledge
that I am sick and that I can’t do it alone; that I need God.?
To pray is to acknowledge that at the bottom of our lives
lies what cannot be controlled, that at the bottom of our
lives there is a certain chaos about which we can’t do a
whole lot, no matter how hard we try to order our lives
against disorder.

Today’s Gospel begins by noting that Jesus was
“praying in a certain place” and that the disciples then ask
him to teach them to pray. So Jesus begins to teach the
disciples what the Church now continues to pray in the
Lord’s Prayer: “Father, hallowed be your name. Your
kingdom come.” With that we see perhaps the most basic
point about prayer: prayer begins from ourselves but not
with ourselves. Prayer begins in our turning toward this
one whom Jesus addresses as his ‘Father’. The first thing
Jesus teaches the disciples is that because of him — because
they are identified as his followers — they are able to
address God along with him, as those who are of the same
family with him, adopted into the family of the God whose
name is holy and whose kingdom is to come. So prayer
begins with the gift of God to us, with being made part of
God’s family.

From there, Jesus illustrates for the disciples the
character of the God to whom they pray. And this is all-
important: A traveller arrives late, and arrives hungry. The
host is out of bread — because bread is not kept overnight at
that time; bread is baked and consumed during the day, so
no one would expect to find bread available at such a late
hour. However, the traveller is hungry. The host goes over
to the neighbour’s place and bangs on the door. Get lost,
he’s told, I’'m sleeping. But the friend does get up to give
him what he needs. In this case he gives him bread — bread
that he wouldn’t have, because no one has bread in the
middle of the night.

Now you’re scratching your heads, as was L. I learned
something new in studying this passage® Jesus is telling a
deliberately preposterous story. The whole situation is
ridiculous. Just as the host would not have had bread,
neither would the friend. Even more ridiculous is the
notion that the friend would lie in bed and refuse to come
to the door. To refuse to get up would be a costly breach of
the social mores of the time — it would be to risk
dishonouring not only himself but also his friend — and
indeed he would risk dishonouring the whole village,
because a hungry traveller must be welcomed and fed. So
the people who heard this would have laughed because



http://www.stgeorgeslondon.ca/?p=505#footnote_0_505
http://www.stgeorgeslondon.ca/?p=505#footnote_1_505
http://www.stgeorgeslondon.ca/?p=505#footnote_2_505
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such a thing would not happen. It is preposterous: of course
he would get up and do what he could, either for
friendship’s sake, or simply for duties’ sake.

And while they’re laughing, Jesus delivers the
punchline: “Ask, and it will be given; search, and you will
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.” Of course
it will! Would you give your child a snake instead of a fish?
A scorpion instead of an egg? Of course not! So when you
knock at God’s door in prayer, you should consider it
preposterous, ridiculous to imagine that God would refuse to
wake up!

Jesus is teaching, with this over-the-top parable, just
how silly it would be to think that God would not respond to
prayer. And Jesus asserts That “everyone who asks receives,
and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who
knocks, the door will be opened.”

Now that seems pretty simple — and yet I think it safe
to say that this very saying takes us into another problem.
Our experience is varied, is it not? Sometimes we ask,
search, and knock, and yet seem not to receive, find, and
have the door opened. Sometimes it seems we do receive,
find, and walk through doors, and then we say “Thanks be
to God” with joy. But, other times it seems we don’t receive,
and we are frustrated, and perhaps wonder where God is?
Why is this or that door not opening? And then perhaps our
faith is tested; perhaps it even begins to dry up, and we feel
swallowed by the chaos rather than rescued from it.

It must be acknowledged that there’s no easy answer
to that problem. But I think the beginning of understanding
lies here. Jesus is teaching us to pray. And that prayer
begins not with ourselves but in our turning to God, to
acknowledge first that God is holy, and to pray that God’s
kingdom will come. From there we are to pray for daily
bread (basic sustenance), for forgiveness, and for freedom
from trial (i.e., freedom from ongoing persecution, for
peace). In praying that, we turn our lives in a certain
direction, and toward a certain place. That direction, that
‘certain place’, is the place where Jesus is. And what Jesus
is doing when he teaches these disciples is preparing them to
understand himself as the one who is daily bread, as the one
who enters the brokenness of sin and who forgives, and as
the very one enters into the deepest trial of all: death itself.

Throughout the Bible, death is related to chaos, to
disorder, to things that do not properly belong to God’s
good creation. And so Jesus asks: does the child receive a
snake and a scorpion instead of food? By no means. No one
would do that! So “how much more will the heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

What does the Holy Spirit have to do with food? The
Holy Spirit is the opposite of the snake and the scorpion.
The Holy Spirit is the life of God shared among us. The
Holy Spirit is the very opposite of death. Here Jesus shows
us the base of the tooth: The base of prayer comes to light
as trust. In the face of chaos and disorder, when we feel too

busy and frazzled to pray, to stop and pray is to resist what
takes us away from the source of our lives, and to turn to
what really matters: to the God who is revealed by the Son
as the Father to us all, as the one who adopts us as
children, who hears us in our distress, and who gives good
gifts — even if we can’t always perceive these as the gifts
we want! To ask, seek, and knock is indeed to find: but it
is first of all to find a Person, not a thing that can be
measured or made into a formula. It is to find the God
whose name is holy, and whose kingdom turns this world
upside down; the God who hears, the God who can be
trusted, because first and foremost this very God has come
among us in Christ Jesus, has embraced human life in all
its frailty and in all its disorder. (That is, in fact, the place
to look when answers do not seem to be forthcoming.) So
the first thing (and the last thing) to remember in prayer is
this: God is the God who brings this world to its proper
order. That is the Kingdom Coming. And that Kingdom
comes firstly in the Jesus who is our daily bread, our
forgiveness of sins, our freedom in the midst of trial. Jesus
is these things because in Jesus God resists the chaos and
disorder of this world. When we pray, we are joined into
God’s resistance to a world of death, and we are formed
into life. And so let us be too busy not to pray, and let us
clasp our hands together again in prayer. ~ Amen.

1. Bill Hybels, Too Busy Not to Pray: Slowing Down to Be With
God, rev. ed (IVP, 1998).

2. Douglas Coupland, Life After God (Pocket Books, 1994).

3. Thanks to Joel B. Green, The Gospel of Luke, NICNT, ed.
Gordon D. Fee (Eerdmans, 1997), 447.

Editor’s note: Recopied with permission from the
Anglican Fellowship of Prayer (Canada) newsletter:
Vol. 19 No. 1 Lenten/Easter 2011

Financial Update
Treasurer: Sharon Viglianti

May, 2011 Offerings - $9,000.00
Offerings needed per month - $10,500

Year to Date Offerings to the end of
May, 2011 - $51,177

Year to Date Offerings to the end of
May, 2010 - $53,300

It is anticipated that by the end of June
we will be 3 Diocesan
apportionment payments behind.
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CHILDREN’S CORNER

Five Finger Prayer
Your thumb is nearest you. So begin your
prayers by praying for those closest to
you. They are the easiest to remember.
To pray for our loved ones is, as C. S.
Lewis once said, a 'sweet duty.'

The next finger is the pointing finger.
Pray for those who teach, instruct and
heal. This includes teachers, doctors, and
ministers. They need support and wisdom
in pointing others in the right direction.
Keep them in your prayers.
The next finger is the tallest finger. It
reminds us of our leaders. Pray for the
prime minister, leaders in business and
industry, and administrators. These
people shape our nation and guide public
opinion. They need God's guidance.
The fourth finger is our ring finger.
Surprising to many is the fact that this is
our weakest finger, as any piano teacher
will testify. It should remind us to pray
for those who are weak, in trouble or in
pain. They need your prayers day and
night. You cannot pray too much for
them.

. And lastly comes our little finger - the
smallest finger of all which is where
we should place ourselves in relation to
God and others. As the Bible says, 'The
least shall be the greatest among you.'
Your pinkie should remind you to pray
for yourself. By the time you have prayed
for the other four groups, your own needs
will be put into proper perspective and you
will be able to pray for yourself more

Acts 2:1-15 effectively.

At Pentecost, the disciples saw a fire that seemed to become
separate tongues of flame that rested on each of them and
filled them with the Holy Spirit.

THE CHURCH OF ST. ALBAN THE MARTYR
The Rev. Christine Young - Rector
1350 Huron Street (at Highbury, beside Archie’s Fish ‘n Chips)
Summer Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Glenda Patterson, our Parish Secretary
519-455-5788 - stalbal@bellnet.ca

On the web: www.stalbanslondon.ca
Summer Worship: One Service, Sunday Mornings 9:30 a.m.
The Rev. Christine Young 519-645-0411
Deacon: The Rev. Deacon Marjorie Reid 519-539-7777
Honourary Assistant: The Rev. Jack Beedle 519-451-5702
Wardens: Heather Williams 519-451-5147 and John Maddox 519-951-0330
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